
 

A different perspective of the massive gemstone. Photo: BBC 
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A newsletter for Gem and Mineral enthusiast in and around the Raleigh, North Carolina area. 

Prez Sez 
By Beverly House 

 Happy New Year! It's 2022 and it is with 
fervent hope that we see things resuming 
back to normalcy.   

Spring 2022 Meetings: 

Thanks to all who came to the meeting in 
November, and we look forward to our in-
person meeting planned for spring 2022. 
Our new meeting location is at the Method 
Road Community Center in the Pioneer 
Building. 

 

Continued on Page 4 

World’s Largest Blue Sapphire? 
https://news.yahoo.com/683-pound-giant-blue-sapphire-043444200.html?guccounter=1 

A massive 683-pound 
gemstone thought to be 
one of the largest ever 
discovered is heading to 
auction. Dubbed the 
"Queen of Asia," workers 
found the gem in a mine 
in the southern city of 
Ratnapura, known as Sri 
Lanka's "city of gems." 
The rock was displayed 
on Sunday on a bed of 
flowers at a gem pit 
owner's home near 
Colombo, where 
blessings were said over 
the gem, per CNN. 

Speaking to the Sri 
Lankan business news 
outlet Economy Next, 
Thilak Weerasinghe, 
chairman of Sri Lanka's 
Gem and Jewelry 
Authority, said that the 
gemstone was likely the 
largest single stone ever 
found in Sri Lanka. It 
differs from the 

"Serendipity Sapphire," a 
1,124-pound cluster of 
sapphires that was dug up in 
a gem trader's backyard in 
July in that it's one single 
stone. 

"This is not an aggregate. 
It is a single stone. As far as 
we know, it could be the 
largest recorded corundum in 
the world," said 
Weerasinghe. 

"If we cut it open, we may 
find more clear areas inside, 
like the seeds of a jackfruit," 
Weerasinghe said, 
commenting on the seemingly 
opaque, patchy-blue surface 
of the gem. "But we need to 
examine it more." 

 

Continued on Page 5 
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Membership applications may be 
mailed to: 
 

Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
Attention: Treasurer 
P. O. Box 33783 
Raleigh, NC 27536-3783 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Remember, the club will reimburse you for up to $85 (bring your 
receipts to the treasurer). 
 
 

 

REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE: 
Coordinator: Open 
 
 
January TBD 

 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 
 

January  TBD 

 

 

Tar Heel Gem & Mineral 
Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 33783  
Raleigh NC 27536 

 

 
Beverly House – President,  

Field-Trip Coord. 
beverlylhouse@yahoo.com 

919-389-1821 
 

Renny Young – V-President 
rennydyoung@gmail.com 

(203) 297-1664 
 

George Harris – Treasurer 
GeorgeFHarris@yahoo.com 

(252) 937-9337 
 

Cyndy Hummel – Secretary  
mchummel@mindspring.com 

(919) 779-6220 
 

Becky Healy–Member at Large 
 

Anthony Andreoli – Member at 
Large 

 
Ben Zino – Newsletter Editor 

bbzino@ncsu.edu 
(704)-754-0786 

 
 

 

 

Program & Refreshments 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.tarheelclub.org 

January 
B-Day Members 

 
Ken Carlson 
John Nigro 

Valerie Melburg 
Timothy Madden 

Erica Winston 
Bradley Dirks 
Dana Larkin 
Jim Hamilton 

Deana Welker 
Cyndy Hummel 
Michael Royer 
Ryan O'Neal 

Emily Thompson 
Anna Shuler 

Marina Kapitanov 
Melissa Furman 
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Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. - November Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 

Opening of Club Meeting: 
Meeting convened at 7:13 and concluded at 8:55PM 
 
Guest Tad Schuler from Mineralogy brought 6 packs of slabs 
as door prizes. Mineralogy has 3 mall locations – Crabtree, 
Southpoint and Triangle. Each location has different stock. A 
total of 8 door prizes were drawn, including 2 from the club’s 
monthly drawing stash. Tom Beach selected a fossil fish and 
Katie Kennedy selected fossil dinosaur poop from the Club’s 
boxes. 
 
November birthdays - present tonight is Beverly House. 
 
Elections 
John G. will not be on the Board next year, so that position is 
available. Duties of Treasurer include – deposits from 
dealers, writing checks for invoices and dealer refunds, 
paying for newsletter postage and 2 storage areas, renewing 
the license for the trailer, Federation dues and insurance, 
membership dues, brings money to show for club areas, 
collects money at end of show, files the annual taxes with 
IRS and keeps a spreadsheet of all transactions.  
 
Beverly House was nominated and voted as President. 
Renny Young was nominated and voted for Vice President. 
George Harris was nominated and voted for Treasurer. 
Cyndy Hummel was nominated and voted for Secretary. 
Anthony Andreoli and Becky Healy were nominated and 
voted as At-Large Committee members.  
 
Ben Zino volunteered for the position of Editor. George 
Harris, outgoing Editor, will send the template and newsletter 
information. A big thanks to Ben for taking this on and also to 
George for his  dedication to an interesting newsletter. 
 

Website 
We do not have higher access to the website. John G. will 
attempt to contact Tyler, the web designer to get pass codes. 
Go Daddy is the website host. Lou Horton can check with Go 
Daddy about access. Katie Kennedy has a friend who could 
possibly get access to the website.  
 
Meeting site 
The Crafts Center will charge a $100 fee per month to meet 
there. The cabinet area with our supplies will be greatly 
decreased, not allowing much room for storage. Method 
Road will charge a minimal fee of $1 per attendee if the club 
will donate time for programs to the center. Method Road has 
an after-school program and a summer program. A motion 
was made to meet at Method Road for the year 2022. Motion 
was voted on and passed. 
 
Show 
Discussion about the ticket price, discount amount and who 
gets a discount was put on hold until January. About one 
third of the contracts are back for the show. John G. has 
stepped down as Geode Chairperson. Tom Beach has 
agreed to head this up with knowledge from John. A BIG 
Thank you to Tom for stepping up! Also, thanks to John G. 
for his excellent work as chairperson. Thankfully, Renny will 
continue as Chairperson for Silent Auction and Beverly will 
continue as Chairperson for Hospitality. Refreshment 
chairperson is OPEN. The February meeting will be the 
target meeting to make grab bags. Some of the saws and 
display cases need repair. Can an identification chart be 
placed in the grab bags? The Fairgrounds has not yet asked 
for the deposit for the show.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cyndy Hummel 

 

Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. - January Meeting Information 
The Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club is inviting you to a 
scheduled meeting for the January Monthly Meeting. 
 
Topic: Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club January 2022 Monthly 
Meeting  
Time: January 18, 2022, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 

Pioneer Building at the Method Road Community Center 

514 Method Road 

Raleigh, NC 27607 

 
 

MASK ARE REQUIRED FOR IN-PERSON MEETINGS.  This 
is a requirement of the Method Road Community Center and 
we must adhere to their policies. 
 
We look forward to "seeing" everyone there. If you 
experience any issues getting into the meeting, you can call 
or text me at (919) 389-1821. Thanks, 
 
Beverly House 
President  
Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. 
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January Treasurer’s Report 
  

Linda Searcy 
Treasurer,  
Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. 

 

Prez Sez 
Continued from Page 1

Spring 2022 Meetings: 

Mark your calendars for the third Tuesday of the month- the 

meetings will start promptly at 7:00 pm, as we must be 

cleaned up and out of the building by 9:00 pm, without fail.  

We have a full agenda of items we will need to get through. 

Meeting Location: 

Pioneer Building at the Method Road Community  
Center 

514 Method Road 

Raleigh, NC 27607 

 

Hellos and Goodbyes: 

With January 2022 we say hello to our new board and 
thank you to our exiting 2021 board. 

I want to recognize our 2021 Board at this time, and thank 
them for their service: 

Vice President-John Guerrero 

Secretary- Cyndy Hummel 

Treasurer- Linda Searcy 

Member at Large- Renny Young 

Member at Large- George Harris 

Newsletter editor- George Harris  

 

Our 2022 Board: 

President- Beverly House 

Vice President- Renny Young 

Secretary- Cyndy Hummel 

Treasurer- George Harris 

Member at Large- Becky Healy 

Member at Large-Anthony Andreoli 

Newsletter Editor-Ben Zino 

 

Annual Show- Save The Date 

The THGMC Annual Show Meeting Dates are April 1-3, 
2022 with set up slated for March 31, 2022.  

• Volunteers- We will be looking for volunteers for the 
show 

• Grab Bags- hopefully we will start working on them at 
the January 18th meeting   

• Donations- If you have any material you would like to 
donate for the grab bags or the silent auction, please 
contact me or Cyndy or bring them to the meeting 

 

Rock on! 

 

Beverly House, President THGMC 

 

Field trips:  

Senter Quarry Update-Senter Quarry is now an active 
quarry.  We will no longer have free access to the quarry, as 
Hansen has decided to reactivate the quarry.  Hopefully, in 
2022, we will be able to make appointments to visit the 
quarry, through a formal field trip. 

Unfortunately, we still do not have any tentative dates for 
field trips When we have field trip notifications, they are made 
through emails, sent to all current members. If your email is 
incorrect in our records, you may be missing important 
information about upcoming events. I do have some places to 
share, that you turn into an individual or family outing, at as of 
this writing, they are open (please check their websites to 
make sure nothing has changed before setting out): 

Aurora Fossil Museum and Fossil Park Aurora, NC. Free.   
2 3/4 hours from Raleigh, NC. Sharks Teeth, fossilized coral, 
etc. See their website at:  

https://aurorafossilmuseum.org/ 

Emerald Hollow Mine, Hiddenite, NC 2.5 hours from 
Raleigh, NC.  Pay for mining.  Native Emeralds, quartz, rutile, 
Hiddenite and more.  Buckets available for sluicing. See their 
website at: 

https://aurorafossilmuseum.org/
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https://www.emeraldhollowmine.com/ 

Treasure Quest Mining, Apex, NC .1/2 hour from Raleigh, 
NC. Pay for mining. All-indoor gem mining, gold panning & 
geode-cracking experience. See their website at: 

http://treasurequestmining.com/ 

 

Rockhound's Creed 

by Beverly House 

As a Rockhound, I take joy in all things of the earth- 
especially, rocks, minerals, fossils, and gems. 

As a Rockhound, I make it my mission to leave every 
place I look for rocks better than I found it. 

As a Rockhound, I encourage others who are interested 
and find ways to share my expertise and enthusiasm. 

As a Rockhound, I am grateful for other's experiences as 
they are shared with me. 

As a Rockhound, I acknowledge and give thanks for all 
places that may be available to any and all rockhounds. 

As a Rockhound, I am not prejudiced by any particular 
stone or mineral, except Rose Quartz! (or insert your favorite) 

 

Thank you all for either being a member of THGMC or 
your interest in our club-and as always ROCK ON! 

Beverly House 
President  
Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. 

 

World’s Largest Sapphire? 
Continued from Page 1 

Chamila Suranga, a representative of the Gemological 
Institute of Ratnapura, the gem's current owners, told 
Economy Next that the organization is targeting potential 
buyers including "museums and high net worth individuals in 
the Middle East." 

Shanka Ruwanditha, the organization's director, told 
the AP that the gem's owners would be looking to get a solid 
valuation on the gemstone before selling. 

Forbes estimates that if broken down, the "Queen of Asia," 
could fill around 1,549,016 one-carat engagement rings. 
Separately, Suranga gave Forbes an estimation that the gem 
could be worth $100 million, though no official international 
certification or valuation had been provided for the gem as of 
press time. 

 

Sri Lanka is known for its gem finds. Other large sapphires 
found in the country include the "Star of India," a 563-carat 
star sapphire on display at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York. 

 

  Another was the "Blue Belle of Asia," a 392-carat 
sapphire sold at auction for $17.5 million in 2014.  

 
The “Blue Belle of Asia”, photo courtesy of thejewlerblog.net 

A Sri Lankan jewelers' organization told the BBC in 
2011 that the 12-carat sapphire in Kate Middleton's ring likely 
came from mines in Sri Lanka. 

https://www.emeraldhollowmine.com/
http://treasurequestmining.com/
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A 12-carat sapphire inlaid in Kate Middleton’s engagement 
ring, image courtesy of thediamondstore.co.uk 

 

Sapphires in North Carolina 

While we have not yet unearthed colossal sapphires like 
those found in Sri Lanka, NC has a rich history of sapphire 
production. 

 
A beautiful pink sapphire on matrix found in Western North Carolina. Photo: 
corundominium.com 

Mining for ruby and sapphire began in Macon County in 
1870. Non-gem corundum was mined commercially for 
abrasives and gave work to many men. Corundum and other 
minerals, mica and kaolin, were hauled to the railroad by 
horse and wagon and shipped out of Macon County in large 
quantities.  

 
A corundum mining operation in Franklin Co, NC. Photo: The 
Citizen-Times 

Tiffany’s showed an interest in the area in the 1890’s but 
two other companies, American Prospecting & Mining Co. 
and US Ruby Mining Co., began work hoping to find the 
source of the rubies found in the corundum mines. Both 
companies ended the search in the early part of the 20th 
century leaving the area open to rockhounds and gem 
enthusiasts. The source hasn’t been found – yet. 

 
Florida resident Ed Mundo with a 91.85 carat sapphire found at Mason’s 
Ruby Mine. Photo: Mason’s Ruby Mine 

Rockhounding For Corundum 
There are many public mining opportunities in Western 

North Carolina that allow visitors to dig and sift for their very 
own corundum crystals. Mason’s Ruby and Sapphire mine is 
one of the best known localities, boasting unsalted native dirt 
that has produced some of the largest corundum crystals in 
the state in recent years. 

Just a few years ago, a visiting rockhound from Florida 
managed to unearth a whopping 91.85 carat sapphire at this 
location, one of the largest found in decades.  
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A closer look at the massive sapphire. Photo: Mason’s Ruby 
Mine 

 
To learn more about this location, check out their website:  
 
www.masonmine.com 
 

Resources: https://news.yahoo.com/683-pound-giant-blue-
sapphire-043444200.html?guccounter=1 

https://www.minerals.net/mineral/sapphire.aspx 

https://franklin-chamber.com/gem-mines-north-carolina/ 

 

UPCOMING SHOWS 

April 1 - 3, 2022: Raleigh, NC – 46th  Annual Capital Area Gem & 
Mineral Show. Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. Kerr Scott 
Building, NC State Fairgourds, Raleigh, NC. The show is sponsored 
by the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club and includes dealers. The 
Hospitality area sells grab bags with mineral specimens. Buy a rock 
at the Geode booth and be the first to see what is inside. The on-
going Silent Auction has new items every hour. Dealers provide 
minerals, fossils, finished jewelry, gemstones, findings and beads 
for sale..  Hours: Fri 3-8; Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5. Admission: TBD and 
Free Parking. Contact: Cyndy Hummel; 919-779-6220; 
mchummel@mindspring.com; www.tarheelclub.org; 

 

 

 
  

http://www.tarheelclub.org / https://www.facebook.com/tarheelgemandmineralclub/ These are the official sites for the Tar Heel 
Gem & Mineral Club. I would strongly urge all members to check them out on a regular basis. 
http://www.amfed.org / http://www.amfed.org/sfms These are the official sites for the organizing body that the Tar Heel Gem & 
Mineral Club is founded under. I would strongly urge all members to check them out on a regular basis. 
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/lodestar_newsletter.html The SFMS Lodestar Newsletter 
http://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/CGS/Home.htmlThis site provides numerous downloadable field-trip guide books, 
maps, and charts of the Carolinas. It will prove to keep any avid rock hound busy for years. Great Site! 
http://www.rocksforkids.com/ Just like the name says, a nice place to steer the younger members. 
Information & photographs of over 6300 specimens from the Glenn & Martha Vargas Gem & Mineral Collection. 
http://www.rockhoundlounge.com Scott Laborde, a club member maintains his own web site that might be of interest to people 
collecting in and around Wake County. 
 
I would like to encourage all members of the THG&MC that maintain their own presence on the internet to send me a link to 
their site to be published in future Vugsites so that other club members may learn and enjoy the craft, the art, the interests that 
many of us have in common. 

Vugsites  The following are some links to Web-Sites that may interest some of our members: 

 

 

http://www.masonmine.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/683-pound-giant-blue-sapphire-043444200.html?guccounter=1
https://news.yahoo.com/683-pound-giant-blue-sapphire-043444200.html?guccounter=1
https://www.minerals.net/mineral/sapphire.aspx
https://franklin-chamber.com/gem-mines-north-carolina/
https://franklin-chamber.com/gem-mines-north-carolina/
mailto:mchummel@mindspring.com
http://www.tarheelclub.org/
http://www.tarheelclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tarheelgemandmineralclub/
http://www.amfed.org/
http://www.amfed.org/sfms
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/lodestar_newsletter.html
http://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/CGS/Home.html
http://www.rocksforkids.com/
http://www.rockhoundlounge.com/
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Our Next Meeting is 

January 18, 2022   7:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Method Road Community Center- The Pioneer Building 

514 Method Road 

 Raleigh, NC 27607   

MASK ARE REQUIRED FOR IN-PERSON MEETINGS.  This is a requirement of 
the Method Road Community Center and we must adhere to their policies. 
 
 
The Tar Heel Gem and 

Mineral Club, Inc. was 

formed in 1974 as a 

nonprofit educational 

organization for people 

who enjoy the lapidary 

arts, earth sciences, and 

related subjects. The main 

objectives of the club are 

to investigate, preserve, 

and share knowledge of 

rocks, minerals, and 

precious stones, and to 

promote interest in 

mineralogy, paleontology, 

About Our Organization… 

TAR HEEL GEM & MINERAL CLUB 

P. O. Box 33783 

Raleigh, NC 27536-3783 
 

 

earth sciences, and lapidary 

techniques, among club 

members and among the 

general public. The club 

pursues these goals 

through publications, 

meetings, lectures, field 

trips, exhibits, 

demonstrations, and other 

activities. 

Come and be a part of the 

Fun! 

 

 


