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A newsletter for Gem and Mineral enthusiast in and around the Raleigh, North Carolina area. 

Prez Sez 
By Beverly House 
 We have our monthly meeting slated for 
Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 7:00 pm at the 
Method Road Community Center- The 
Pioneer Building.   

General discussion items includes: 
·       Future Monthly Presentations 
·        Monthly newsletter 
·        Method Road Teaching and 

Learning Events (monthly) 
·       Field Trip organization 
See you at the meeting. Rock on all! 
-Beverly  
  

 
Grave’s Mountain: A Rockhounding Playground 
By Ben Zino 

While many mining 
locations in the 
Southeastern U.S have 
attained international 
levels of fame for the 
mineral specimens that 
they produce, few 
destinations have reached 
the level of acclaim of 
Grave’s Mountain. This 
rockhounding mecca is 
nestled in the rolling hills 
of Northern Georgia, and 
has been open to 
collecting by novice 
rockhounds on and off for 
many years now. 
 
In the spring, my younger 
brother and I had the 
opportunity to visit this 
geological playground and 
spend a few days 
collecting the rare 
minerals which can be 
found here, and it certainly 
lived up to our 
expectations.    
 

Upon arrival, we were able to 
meet the Norman family, who 
own the mine and are the 
reason it is the rockhounding 
paradise that it is today. We 
learned a little bit about the 
history of the mine and local 
geology from them 

throughout trip, and after 
some additional research, 
decided to write this article 
about both the history of the 
mine and the experience that 
we had during our trip.  

Continued on Page 4 

Explore the rare minerals of Grave’s 
Mountain in this Tar Heel Tailings! 
 
Story on Page 6 
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REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE: 
Coordinator: Open 
 
 
June TBD 
 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 
 
June  TBD 
 
 

 
Tar Heel Gem & Mineral 

Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 33783 

Raleigh, NC 27536 
 

 
 

Beverly House – President,  
Fieldtrip Coordinator 

beverlylhouse@yahoo.com 
919-389-1821 

 
Renny Young – V-President 
rennydyoung@gmail.com 

(203) 297-1664 
 

George Harris – Treasurer 
GeorgeFHarris@yahoo.com 

(252) 937-9337 
 

Cyndy Hummel – Secretary  
mchummel@mindspring.com 

(919) 779-6220 
 

Anthony Andreoli – Member At 
Large 

 
Becky Healy – Member At Large 

 
Ben Zino – Newsletter Editor 

bbzino@ncsu.edu 
(704) 754-9786 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Program & Refreshments 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.tarheelclub.org 

June 
B-Day Members 

 
Asia Bland 

Kristen Wood 
Craig Downes 

Lisa Scott 
Tommy Armstrong 

Steven Noren 
Donna Medeiros 

Jeff Madsen 
Phil Hathcock 
Clea Gallian 

i 
 

Membership applications may be 
mailed to: 
 
Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
Attention: Treasurer 
P. O. Box 33783 
Raleigh, NC 27536-3783 

 
 

 
 
 

Congrats to Gene Homme, Jim Lovejoy, 
Becky Healy, Ron Mason and Lori Larue (and 
include they need to contact Beverly House to 
make arrangements to pick up their gift card. 
(only Gene was at the meeting) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Ice Cream Social in the summer 
• Rock Swap- August 2022 

 

mailto:bbzino@ncsu.edu
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Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. - May Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2022 
 

Opening of Club Meeting: 
Beverly House called to order at 7:05 pm 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:10PM. 
  
There are no field trips planned as the quarries are 
making up for lost time and working on the 
weekends. We had a trip planned, but the quarry 
needed to work that day. Maybe after Memorial 
Day… 
  
Winners of the drawing for each 5-hour block of 
time worked at the show – Gene Homme, Jim 
Lovejoy, Becky Healy, Ron Mason and Lori Larue. 
Congratulations to the winners of a $100 gift card! 
Ken Carlson was the only one to correctly guess 

the mineral on our nametags – tanzanite. He will 
choose a door prize at the June meeting. 
  
We had 2 May birthdays at age 25 and 85. New 
members were recognized. 
  
The Aurora Fossil Museum will be closed during 
the festival at the end of the month. 
  
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cyndy Hummel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May Treasurer’s Report
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Shows: 
  North Carolina Rock and Mineral 

Shows- This link will take you to an 
updated website of rock and mineral 
shows in North Carolina: 
https://www.rockandmineralshows.co

/ /
 

Submitted by:                                
George Harris, Treasurer 
Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. 
     

    
     
     

     
    
      
     
      
       

      
   

 
 

https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/location/mineral-shows/north%20carolina
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/location/mineral-shows/north%20carolina
https://www.rockandmineralshows.com/location/mineral-shows/north%20carolina
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Long before the location was 
accessible for recreational 
rockhounding, it was a very active 
industrial grade mine. Tiffany’s was 
the first company to recognize the 
mineralogical value of the area, 
and mined the site for rutile which 
they used to polish diamonds.  
 
The area was then sold and mined 
for the rare mineral kyanite 
beginning in 1963. This 
aluminosilicate is well known to 
collectors but is also a critically 
important raw material which is 
used in the production of 
everything from abrasives to 
electronics. For the next 20 years 
or so, Grave’s Mountain would be 
serve as a kyanite mine for various 
electrical engineering corporations, 
and produce about half of all 
kyanite in the United States.  
 
Production would cease after 
numerous lawsuits regarding acid 
runoff to the surrounding area 
prompted the kyanite mining 
corporations to complete millions of 
dollars worth of environmental 
reclamation work. 
 
There was now an enormous pit 
mine chock full of rare minerals 
that could no longer be mined at 
the industrial scale, but thankfully 
the Norman family recognized the 
value of the location and were able 
to acquire the property. Through 
their careful management, the site 
is now safe for rockhounds, and 
mineral lovers from all around the 
world have been able to visit and 
prospect under their supervision. 
 
One of the most famous minerals 
from this location is hematite, 
which occurs in its botryoidal habit 
and sometimes contains a coating 
of other minerals which produces a 
multi-colored iridescence. Finding 
these specimens sometimes 
requires hard-rock mining, but if 
you’re lucky you may find them 

    

on the surface after the 
surrounding rock has weathered 
away. 
 
We were lucky enough to obtain 
some botryoidal hematite 
specimens on our trip, and all of 
them were found by carefully 
inspecting watercourses leading 
down from the veins in the quarry 
wall. While ours did not show a 
multicolored iridescent coating, 
they do have a minty green colored 
layer which we think looks 
distinctive and makes them stand 
out in our rock cabinet. 
 
Another mineral from this locality 
which has become famous in the 
collecting community is red rutile, 
which was once ground up by 
Tiffany’s to make diamond polish. 
Rutile is one of several rarely found 
titanium minerals (others include 
ilmenite and magnetite) which bear 
this important metal in 
commercially important quantities, 
but rutile (titanium oxide) is often 
regarded as the most significant of 
the three for titanium production. 
 
Required extreme temperature and 
pressure to form, rutile is most 
common in metamorphic rocks, but 
can also be found as an accessory 
mineral in igneous rocks which 
formed in the mantle. It boasts the 
highest refractive index of any  
 
 
 
 

Such specimens are considered 
world-class and may fetch 
thousands of dollars at auction. 
While we didn’t come home with 
a five pounder, we did spend 
most of our time at the mine 
digging for rutile and didn’t come 
up empty handed. After sifting 
through probably 500 pounds of 
dirt and rock over the course of 
three days, we managed to turn 
up about 15 different rutile 
crystals of various sizes, all of 
which were significantly larger 
than anything we had found 
before this trip. 
 
 

Grave’s Mountain, GA  

 
Turgite on Hematite 

Photo by: Ben Zino 

 
Grave’s Mountain Rutile 

Photo By: Ben Zino 
 

Terminated Rutile Crystal 
Photo By: Ben Zino 

known mineral, producing a very 
distinctive metallic shine when 
exposed to light. Often occurring 
as a needle-thin accessory 
mineral alongside or inside 
quartz in most occurrences, 
Grave’s Mountain rutile is 
unique in that individual crystals 
weighing five pounds or more 
are sometimes uncovered by 
lucky rockhounds. 
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Field Trips:  
Club Sanctioned: 
 
Stay tuned for upcoming trip announcements! 
 
 
On Your Own:  
Aurora Fossil Museum and Fossil Park Aurora, NC. Free. 2 3/4 hours from Raleigh, NC. Sharks Teeth, fossilized   

 coral, etc. See their website at: https://aurorafossilmuseum.org/ 
Emerald Hollow Mine, Hiddenite, NC 2.5 hours from Raleigh, NC. Pay for mining. Native Emeralds, quartz, rutile, 

 Hiddenite and more. Buckets available for sluicing. See their website at:https://www.emeraldhollowmine.com/ 
Treasure Quest Mining, Apex, NC .1/2 hour from Raleigh, NC. Pay for mining. All-indoor gem mining, gold panning & 

 geode-cracking experience. See their website at:http://treasurequestmining.com/ 
  

 
Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club- These are the official sites for the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club. 
http://www.tarheelclub.org/ https://www.facebook.com/tarheelgemandmineralclub/  
 
The Southeastern Federal Mineral Society (SFMS) Lodestar Newsletter- The Southeast Federation includes clubs 
and societies mostly in the region east of the Mississippi River and South of a line following the northern boarders of 
Tennessee and North Carolina. https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter 
 
Carolina Geological Society- This site provides numerous downloadable fieldtrip guidebooks, maps, and charts of the 
Carolinas. It will prove to keep any avid rockhound busy for years. https://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/ 
 
North Carolina Rockhounding Location Guide & Map-This site provides information about rocks and minerals, 
especially those found in Western NC. https://rockhoundresource.com/north-carolina-rockhounding-location-guide-map/ 
 
Rock and Gem Magazine -Leading magazine for lapidary and mineral hobbyist. https://www.rockngem.com/ 
 
 
I would like to encourage all members of the THG&MC that maintain their own presence on the internet to send me a link 
to their site to be published in future Vugsites so that other club members may learn and enjoy the craft, the art, the 
interests that many of us have in common. 

Vugsites  The following are some links to Web-Sites that may interest some of our members: 

 
 

https://aurorafossilmuseum.org/
https://www.emeraldhollowmine.com/
http://treasurequestmining.com/
http://www.tarheelclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tarheelgemandmineralclub/
https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter
https://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/
https://rockhoundresource.com/north-carolina-rockhounding-location-guide-map/
https://www.rockngem.com/
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Our Next Meeting is June 21st, 2022 
7:00 pm-8:45 pm 

Method Road Community Center 
Pioneer Building 

514 Method Road, Raleigh, NC 27607 

The Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. was formed in 
1974 as a nonprofit educational organization for people 
who enjoy the lapidary arts, earth sciences, and related 
subjects. The main objectives of the club are to investigate, 
preserve, and share knowledge of rocks, minerals, and 
precious stones, and to promote interest in mineralogy, 
paleontology, earth sciences, and lapidary techniques, 
among club members and among the general public. The 
club pursues these goals through publications, meetings, 
lectures, field trips, exhibits, demonstrations, and other 
activities. 

Come and be a part of the Fun! 

 

About Our Organization… 

TAR HEEL GEM & MINERAL CLUB 
 
P. O. Box 33783 
Raleigh, NC 27536-3783 
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