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Articles Prez Sez
By Beverly House 

Welcome members, thanks to our seasoned members and happy birthday to all born 
in September! We have a guest speaker slated for our meeting and I am waiting on 
final confirmation before I send out the information via email to everyone, closer to the 
meeting.

October- Call for nominations for the board, Glass demonstration
November- Grab bags for spring 2023 show and elections

We have a lot going on and need everyone to participate!

See you at the meeting!
Rock On,
Beverly House, President THGMC

. 

 Photos Courtesy of Omi Privé, 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiAie6eMLK-

F/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

(above) The right amount of rutile 
inclusions, called silk, can sometimes 

enhance the appearance of a sapphire. 
Silk is what gives Kashmir sapphires 

their dreamy, “velvety” appearance. Light 
reflecting off needle-like inclusions of rutile 

causes its star. (left) close up view of the 
hexagonal rutile needles in the famed 

Starry Night sapphire
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Upcoming Events
September

Birthday
Members

Upcoming Shows

Rachel Cintula
Lynne Kuzeff

Aidan Markusen
Randy Jones
Hunter Miller
Craig Bubeck
Garret Dunn
Ashu Kumar
Rob Butler

Mindy Phillips
David Betts

Paul Greganti
Wyatt Vied

Dari Williams
John Heaven

August Door Prize Winner!
Congrats to our door prize winner.

• M.A.G.M.A Land of the Sky Gem Show  
9/30 - 10/02 
Land of the Sky Shine Club 
39 Spring Cove Rd , Swannanoa, NC 2877
Show Hours: Fri. - Sat. 9am-6pm / Sun. 9am-5pm
Admission: Free
https://www.facebook.com/groups/730155281356102

•	 September - Dr.Tacker from the North Carolina Museum of 
Natural Science will be presenting the geology unit’s research.

•	 October -October’s club presentation will be glass craft with  
Debbie Miller. The cost will be $15.00.     
Call for nominations for the board
Rocktober will be going on at the Natural Science Museum 
(details on page 6)

•	 November - Grab Bag packing for next years show, elections

Membership 
applications may be 

mailed to:

Tar Heel Gem & 
Mineral Club, Inc.

Attention: Treasurer
P. O. Box 33783

Raleigh, NC 
27536-3783
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August Treasurer’s Report

August Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 16, 2022

Opening of Club Meeting:
Beverly House called to order at 7:05 pm

• Welcome to the meeting. Field Trips – we 
had 2 unexpected trips recently. For the Bunn 
Level quarry, 2 forms had to be completed by 
Wednesday prior to the Saturday trip. Some had 
to drop out, but 10 attended that day. The quarry 
manager was very impressed with our group 
as we were all in compliance with quarry safety 
measures. The Holly Spring quarry trip went well 
with all dress appropriately.

•  There will be a future trip to Holly Springs 
for ages 5-16. Unless a child is coming with you, 
adults are not invited to participate this time. Grab 
bags will be given to the kids. Dress will be long 
pants and close-toed shoes. On October 15 we 
will return to Bunn Level. Ages will be 13 and up 
for this one. 

• Center Quarry is now closed permanently.

• September’s speaker will be Dr. Chris Tacker 
of the Natural Science Museum.

• October’s presentation will be glass craft 

with Debbie Miller. A holiday glass design will 
be created and she will fire it and return with the 
design in November. The cost will be $15.00. 

Several samples were brought to the meeting. 
• October will also be nominations followed by 
elections in November.     
 
• Grab bag making will occur at the November 
meeting.

• There will be a Natural Science Museum event 
during the second week of October. Volunteers 
are needed. More details to come soon.

• Some discussion was held about moving our 
items from its current storage unit to the same 
facility where our trailer is located. The current 
one no longer feels safe at night for our members. 
Tim Haga will check for storage facilities for 
our needs close to the fairgrounds. It could be 
less money than we are currently paying. The 
Secretary has a list of people willing to help with 
the move when the temperatures cool a bit.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cyndy Hummel
Secretary

Unavailable at this time



4 

TAR HEEL TAILINGS 

Editorial 
Designer Highlight: Luke Hammond

Based in New York City, the studio 
Luke Maninov Jewelry creates fine 
jewelry and objects under the lead of  
designer Luke Hammond. His work is 
at the intersection of artisan silver and 
gold working and biomedical research. 
Taking inspiration from his biomedical 
career, Hammond explores themes of 
impermanence, consciousness, and 
connection between all living things. 

For example, in his collection 
“Beneath the Surface”, high resolution 
images of neurons (as seen on the 
next page), each approximately 100 
times finer than a single human hair, 
were captured using state-of-the-
art fluorescence microscopy. These 
images then served as inspiration 
for the various pieces of jewelry in 
the collection. With rings mimicking 
the branching patterns of the brain’s 
dendrites and asymmetric pendants 
with brilliant sapphires. 

Each piece by the studio is uniquely 
handcrafted using ethically sourced 
materials, with a focus on sublimely 
colored sapphires mined in Australia. 

Often, the design process begins 
by creating, carving and forming the 
design in wax. This allows them to 
achieve fine details and unique organic 
textures before transferring the design 
to precious metal using a technique 
called lost-wax casting. 

In 2017, after establishing a world-
leading advanced imaging facility at the 
University of Queensland’s Queensland 
Brain Institute, Hammond transitioned 
to Columbia University’s Zuckerman 
Mind Brain and Behavior Institute. Here 
he is the Director of Cellular Imaging, a 
new platform for state-of-the-art light 
microscopy in neuroscience

Read more at:
 https://www.lukemaninov.com

(below) Set of stackable engagement 
rings featuring a 1.6ct Australian 
parti sapphire. Combined, the finely 
polished veil forms a halo of textured 
gold and brilliant-cut white diamonds.
Images from https://www.lukemaninov.com
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(right) Earrings with brilliant-cut yellow sapphires 
and carefully textured silver surfaces. 24K gold 
surfaces created using keum-boo, an ancient 

Korean technique that fuses gold 
onto the surface of silver.

(below) High resolution images of neurons from 
Prof. Linda Richards lab at the 

Queensland Brain Institute

“Informed by neuroscientific discoveries in the areas of consciousness and perception, 
my work seeks to connect these new ideas with themes of spirituality. We exist in an 

era where advanced imaging technology is providing a window to directly observe the 
neuronal activity which creates our sense of consciousness. These advancements, and 
their implications, serve as a key area of exploration in my artistic practice. As with my 

work in biomedical imaging, the objects I create are intended to make the invisible visible, 
both in anatomical form and the broader concepts they represent.” - Luke Hammond

Images from https://www.lukemaninov.com
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Beverly House 
President 

Field trip Coordinator
beverlylhouse@yahoo.com

919-389-1821

Faye Duterte 
Vice President 

fmduterte@gmail.com

George Harris
Treasurer

GeorgeFHarris@yahoo.com
(252) 937-9337

Cyndy Hummel
Secretary

mchummel@mindspring.com
(919) 779-6220

Anthony Andreoli
Member At Large

Becky Healy
Member At Large

Steven Nohren 
Newsletter Editor 

stevenpnohren@gmail.com
(813) 895-5155

Tar Heel Gem & Mineral 
Club, Inc. Directory

P.O. Box 33783
Raleigh, NC 27536

Special Event: Rocktober 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 
1:00pm to 5:00pm

VENUE
Downtown Raleigh 
11 West Jones Street 
Raleigh, NC 27601
Phone: 919.707.9800
From NCMNS Website:

 “Volcanoes. Earthquakes. Gemstones. Mineral crystals.  
 Climate change. Meteorites. It’s all in a day’s work for a  
 geologist. Celebrate the start of Earth Science Week with  
 Rocktober, where you can interact with Earth Scientists,  
 identify rocks, minerals and fossils and enjoy Earth 
 Science-based activities like solving crimes with geology. 
 Because Rocktober rocks!”
Be sure to visit our club’s exhibit at the event!

More info at:
https://naturalsciences.org/calendar/event/rocktober/
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Club Sanctioned:

Stay tuned for upcoming trip announcements!

On Your Own: 
Aurora Fossil Museum and Fossil Park Aurora, NC. Free. 2 3/4 hours from Raleigh, NC. Sharks 
Teeth, fossilized coral, etc. 
https://aurorafossilmuseum.org/

Emerald Hollow Mine, Hiddenite, NC .2.5 hours from Raleigh, NC. Pay for mining. Native 
Emeralds, quartz, rutile, Hiddenite and more. Buckets available for sluicing. 
https://www.emeraldhollowmine.com/

Treasure Quest Mining, Apex, NC .1/2 hour from Raleigh, NC. Pay for mining. All-indoor gem 
mining, gold panning and geode-cracking experience. 
http://treasurequestmining.com/

Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club- These are the official sites for the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club. 
http://www.tarheelclub.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/tarheelgemandmineralclub/ 

The Southeastern Federal Mineral Society (SFMS) Lodestar Newsletter- The Southeast Federation 
includes clubs and societies mostly in the region east of the Mississippi River and South of a line 
following the northern boarders of Tennessee and North Carolina.
https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter

Carolina Geological Society- This site provides numerous down loadable field trip guidebooks, 
maps, and charts of the Carolinas. It will prove to keep any avid rockhound busy for years.
https://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/

North Carolina Rockhounding Location Guide & Map-This site provides information about rocks 
and minerals, especially those found in Western NC.
https://rockhoundresource.com/north-carolina-rockhounding-location-guide-map/

Rock and Gem Magazine -Leading magazine for lapidary and mineral hobbyist. 
https://www.rockngem.com/

Field Trips:

Vugsites:

Any member of the THG&MC that maintains their presence on the Internet can send us a link to their site 
to be published in future Vugsites so that other club members may learn and enjoy the craft, the art, the 

interests that many of us have in common.
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About our Organization

The Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. was 
formed in 1974 as a nonprofit educational 
organization for people who enjoy the lapidary 
arts, earth sciences, and related subjects. The 
main objectives of the club are to investigate, 
preserve, and share knowledge of rocks, minerals, 
and precious stones, and to promote interest in 
mineralogy, paleontology, earth sciences, and 
lapidary techniques, among club members and 
among the general public. The club pursues these 
goals through publications, meetings, lectures, 
field trips, exhibits, demonstrations, and other 

activities.

Our Next Meeting is
 September 20th

7:00 pm-8:45pm
Method Road Community Center

Pioneer Building
514 Method Road, 
Raleigh, NC 27607

TAR HEEL GEM & 
MINERAL CLUB

 
P. O. Box 33783

Raleigh, NC 27536-3783


