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Articles 
Prez Sez
Greetings THGMC members!

As president, I have so much to be thankful 
for and too little space to list them all but I 
wanted to say:
Thank you Cyndy Hummel for everything 
you did to put on the Silent Auction last
month.
Thank you Tom Beach for your leadership 
for the Geode Booth restoration.
Thank you to the new Board members- 
Craig Downes, Steven Nohren, Katie 
Kennedy and Faye Duterte for all their work 
behind the scenes.
Thank you to the members who arrived 
early to set up for the Silent Auction, as well 
as other meetings- your work does not go 
unnoticed!
THANK YOU to our members who 
participated in the Silent Auction held at 
our last meeting- the money raised will be 
used to purchase items need for the Geode 
booth.

Happy birthday to all our members born in 
February. Welcome to all our new
members. 
We are getting geared up for the Annual   
show- it is next month! I hope to
see a lot of you at the next meeting as well 
as volunteering at the show. 
Our next meeting will be a busy one: 

•	 Field trip announcement/ safety    
information

•	 Grab bags for Annual Show
•	 Sign up Sheets for Annual show
•	 Volunteers are needed to set up the 

room and take down- set up begins at 
6:30 pm and meeting starts promptly at 
7:00 pm

See you all soon!
Rock On!
Beverly House
President

Seen here is a sawn slab of metallic 
copper “stock work veins” in highly 
altered skarn (metamorphic rock with 
a crystalline texture). The origin of the 
veins is not clear. They may have once 
been chalcoite veins, which were later 
converted to copper. The Madison 
Gold Skarn Deposit, [an unusually 
copper-rich skarn], is located just west 
of Silver Star, Montana. The deposit 
has been mined off and on since the 
1860s, and the nearby Broadway 
Mine was one of the earliest patented 
hard-rock claims in Montana.

Read more about 
native copper on page  5James St. John, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons
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Upcoming Events

Upcoming Shows 

February  
Birthday
Members

Membership 
applications may be 

mailed to:

Tar Heel Gem & 
Mineral Club, Inc.

Attention: Treasurer
P. O. Box 33783

Raleigh, NC 
27536-3783

Luther Edwards

Daniel Allen

Adam Hogan

Jeremy Wrenn

Beverly Thacker

Maria Lilly

Lise	Montefiore

Cindy Sanchez

Victor KrynickiNC Fossil Fair
2/25
The Schiele Museum
1500 E Garrison Blvd
Gastonia, NC 28054
Show Hours: 10am-4pm
Admission: $3
https://www.schielemuseum.org/calendar-event/fossil-fair/

Body Mind Spirit Expo
2/25 - 2/26
NC Fairgrounds, Kerr Scott Building 
1025 Blue Ridge Rd
Raleigh, NC
Show Hours: Sat. 10am-7pm / Sun. 10am-6pm 

MAGMA Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show
3/17 - 3/19
Land of the Sky Shrine Club 
39 Spring Cove Road
Swannanoa, NC
Show Hours:Fri/Sat 9:00-6:00 Sun 10:00-5:00
Admission: Free
http://www.americanrockhound.com/

February 
•	 02/21 Monthly Meeting, grab bags, sign up sheets.

March 
•	 03/21 Monthly meeting, members silent auction finalize 

annual show plans

•	 03/30 - Set up for annual show.

•	 03/31 thru 04/02 - Annual Show
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January Meeting Minutes
Meeting Called to order at 7:06 PM 

Total attendees: 48
New Members: 18
Birthday attendees: 9

Faye announced an upcoming event the club 
will be involved with. The NC museum of natural 
Science invited the club to have a table at their 
next Adult night event on Feb 24th. The the 
event will be Lord of the Rings themed. 

The new members and visitors  introduced 
themselves. 

The silent auction took up the majority of the 
club meeting. There were two rounds each 20 
minutes long. 

There was no door prize. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:55 pm.

Board Members present:
 Beverly House - President
 Faye Duterte - Vice President
 Katie Kennedy- Treasurer
 Steven Nohren - Secretary
 Craig Downes - At-Large committee
 Cyndy Hummel - At-Large committee

Silent Auction Report  

At the Members Silent Auction in January, we 
were able to raise $1177 for the club! These 
funds will help us gather the needed supplies for 
the geode booth this upcoming show. Big thanks 
for everyone who participated and get ready for 
the next one at our March meeting.
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A Brief History of 
the Tucson Gem and 
Mineral Show
 Around this time of year, Tucson Arizona 
becomes a hot spot for all things gem, minerals, 
fossils, lapidary and more. Dozens of vendors 
and exhibits come to the city for surrounding 
shows but the annual Tucson Gem and Mineral 
Show put on by the city’s mineral society is the 
largest and longest running show in the world, 
attracting more than 65,000 visitors. Running 
from February 9th to the 12th, the show also 
hosts lectures and seminars, exhibits youth 
education demonstrations, and various exhibits. 
The shows Exhibits Chairman, Peter Megaw 
puts	it	this	way,	“We	create	a	magnificent	
ephemeral museum, it exists for four days and 
then dissipates back to where it came from. 
It will never exist in that form again. If you live 
in Tucson, that’s a tremendous resource, a 
tremendous opportunity to go down and see 
these things. You have to travel around the world 
nonstop on a full-time basis to see half of these 
rocks, but they come to you once a year.”
 The Tucson Gem and mineral society 
was founded in 1946 by a group of hobbyists, 
with	their	first	public	show	in	1955.		With	only	
six vendors and about a dozen exhibitors, it 
took place  in the multipurpose room of the local 
school.
 By the early 1960s, the society decided to 
host the show in February to take full advantage 
of the attractive Arizona weather that time 
of year. Around this time as well the mineral 
society invited Paul Desautels, the curator of 
the Department of Gems and Minerals, at the 
National Museum of Natural History, to attend 
the show. Impressed with what he saw, he 
told his friends at other major natural history 
institutions on the east coast about what was 
happening in the desert, causing the show to get 
bigger each year. By 1972, the Gem and Mineral 
Show had moved into the brand new Tucson 
Convention Center where many parts of the 
show still take place today. 

Archived photos from the early 
Tucson Gem and Mineral Society 
https://www.tgms.org/media-files

.



TAR HEEL TAILINGS 

 5 

  For a mineral to be considered “native”, it has to 
be found in its pure metallic form. For the most 
part, gold and platinum are found in their native 
state, and in both cases the native metals are the 
primary ore minerals. Silver, copper, iron, osmium, 
and several other metals also occur in the native 
state, and a few occurrences are large enough—
and	sufficiently	rich—to	be	ore	deposits.	
One example is the rich deposits of native copper 
in the Lake Superior area of Michigan. Here the 
copper occurs in interbedded conglomerates 
(a sedimentary rock consisting of pebbles and 
boulders)	and	basaltic	lava	flows,	most	of	which	
are vesicular and have fragmental layers of basaltic 
rubble	on	top	of	each	flow.	In	the	basalt,	the	native	
copper	fills	the	vesicles	and	cavities	in	the	rubble;	

Native Copper in the U.S
in	the	conglomerate,	the	copper	fills	spaces	
between the pebbles, and in part replaces some of 
the smaller rock fragments. Originally discovered 
and worked by indigenous Americans who 
manufactured and traded ornaments of malleable 
copper, the great Michigan copper deposits were 
first	mined	in	1845	and	continued	in	production	for	
more than a century.
 Native copper has also been found here in 
North	Carolina.	About	10	miles	west	of	Jefferson	
NC, is the former copper mine Ore Knob Mine. It 
was operated intensively from 1871 to 1883 with 
limited mining activities taking place until 1957. 
At its peak, about 1,400 tons of ore were raised, 
with it averaging more than 25% of copper. This 
mine	was	influential	in	the	development	of	the	
area as the Ore Knob community built around 
it was the largest community in Ashe County at 
that time. To preserve the history of Ore Knob 
Mine, The Museum of Ashe County History has 
a permanent exhibit featuring authentic 1800s 
mining equipment.

(left) A specimen of solid copper from 
Ore Knob Mine, Ore Knob, 

Ashe County, North Carolina.
Photo Credits: 
Rob Lavinsky, 

iRocks.com – CC-BY-
SA-3.0

Sources
How the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show grew into the 
world’s largest. (2023, February 6). KGUN 9 Tucson News. 
https://www.kgun9.com/absolutely-az/how-the-tucson-
gem-and-mineral-show-grew-into-the-worlds-largest
 
Ore Knob Mine – Museum of Ashe County History. (n.d.). 
Retrieved February 8, 2023, from https://ashehistory.org/
index.php/gallery-item/ore-knob-mine/
 
Ore Knob Mine exhibit officially opens. (2015, May 1). 
Ashe Post & Times. https://www.ashepostandtimes.com/
community/ore-knob-mine-exhibit-officially-opens/arti-
cle_3c9e4756-edf4-11e4-acce-43af3cac4b05.html
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Beverly House 
President 

Field trip Coordinator
beverlylhouse@yahoo.com

919-389-1821

Faye Duterte 
Vice President 

fmduterte@gmail.com

Katie Kennedy
Treasurer

kkcuruth@gmail.com 

Steven Nohren
Secretary

Newsletter Editor 
stevenpnohren@gmail.com

Cyndy Hummel
Annual Show Chairperson

Member At Large
mchummel@mindspring.com 

(919) 779-6220 

Craig Downes 
Member At Large

cdownes@yahoo.com

Tar Heel Gem & Mineral 
Club, Inc. Directory

P.O. Box 33783
Raleigh, NC 27536

Members Auction Show & Tell

A couple unknown mineral specimens resembling a 
bunch	of	small	twigs	were	auctioned	off.	They	have	
yet	to	be	identified	

Craig walked out with a rattle tumbler, teconite  
(in bag), mica in matrix, and an additional unknown 
mineral specimen. 
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Club Sanctioned:

March 11, 2023 -  Hanson Gardner Quarry 
     3155 NC Hwy 210 Bunnlevel on Saturday from 9am -1pm

On Your Own: 
Aurora Fossil Museum and Fossil Park Aurora, NC. Free. 2 3/4 hours from Raleigh, NC. Sharks 
Teeth, fossilized coral, etc. 
https://aurorafossilmuseum.org/

Emerald Hollow Mine, Hiddenite, NC .2.5 hours from Raleigh, NC. Pay for mining. Native 
Emeralds, quartz, rutile, Hiddenite and more. Buckets available for sluicing. 
https://www.emeraldhollowmine.com/

Treasure Quest Mining, Apex, NC .1/2 hour from Raleigh, NC. Pay for mining. All-indoor gem 
mining, gold panning and geode-cracking experience. 

Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club-	These	are	the	official	sites	for	the	Tar	Heel	Gem	&	Mineral	Club.	
http://www.tarheelclub.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/tarheelgemandmineralclub/ 

The Southeastern Federal Mineral Society (SFMS) Lodestar Newsletter- The Southeast Federation 
includes clubs and societies mostly in the region east of the Mississippi River and South of a line 
following the northern boarders of Tennessee and North Carolina.
https://www.southeastfed.org/newsletter

Carolina Geological Society-	This	site	provides	numerous	down	loadable	field	trip	guidebooks,	
maps, and charts of the Carolinas. It will prove to keep any avid rockhound busy for years.
https://www.carolinageologicalsociety.org/

North Carolina Rockhounding Location Guide & Map-This site provides information about rocks 
and minerals, especially those found in Western NC.
https://rockhoundresource.com/north-carolina-rockhounding-location-guide-map/

Rock and Gem Magazine -Leading magazine for lapidary and mineral hobbyist. 
https://www.rockngem.com/

Field Trips:

Vugsites:

Any member of the THG&MC that maintains their presence on the Internet can send us a link to their site 
to be published in future Vugsites so that other club members may learn and enjoy the craft, the art, the 

interests that many of us have in common.
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About our Organization

The Tar Heel Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. was 
formed	 in	 1974	 as	 a	 nonprofit	 educational	
organization for people who enjoy the lapidary 
arts, earth sciences, and related subjects. The 
main objectives of the club are to investigate, 
preserve, and share knowledge of rocks, minerals, 
and precious stones, and to promote interest in 
mineralogy, paleontology, earth sciences, and 
lapidary techniques, among club members and 
among the general public. The club pursues these 
goals through publications, meetings, lectures, 
field	 trips,	 exhibits,	 demonstrations,	 and	 other	

activities.

Our Next Meeting is
 February 21th

7:00 pm-8:45pm
Method Road Community Center

Pioneer Building
514 Method Road, 
Raleigh, NC 27607

TAR HEEL GEM & 
MINERAL CLUB

 
P. O. Box 33783

Raleigh, NC 27536-3783


